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Heinz Field. The Steelers lost to the Patriots, 27-24. Complete game coverage in 


NFL Xtra, Section C . 


Steph Chambers/Post-Gazette 
Steelers quarterback Ben Roethlisberger walks away dejected Sunday night after congratulating New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady at 


More game coverage in NFL Xtra, Section C, and online at post-gazette.com 


Steelers, Patriots validate the hype 


But officials won’t allow 
James’ catch at critical moment 


By Gene Collier 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Whether in the warm prom- 
ise of winter or the cold reality of 
winter, whether it’s hard by the 
Three Rivers or emanating from 
some remote dateline, the ap- 
proach ofany and every Steelers 
game is treated religiously like 
some looming cataclysm. 

Once in asmuggler’s moon, 
the mandatory hyperbole will 
actually line up with the import 
of the matchup, such as when 


the Steelers and their torment- 
ing New England Patriots turn 
up on the same acreage and you 
get the best football available — 
two teams that despise each 
other, two franchises drenched 
in National Football League suc- 
cess (80 divisional titles com- 
bined since 1994), two of the 
game’s all-time elite quarter- 
backs, two of the profession’s 
best head coaches. 

So it was to no one’s surprise 


SEE GAME, PAGE A-5 
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Injured Steelers linebacker Ryan Shazier is shown on the Jumbotron 
on Sunday as the team takes on the New England Patriots. 


City council 
could gain 
accord on 
2 measures 


By Adam Smeltz 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


It’s not exactly a holiday mir- 


acle, but Pittsburgh City Coun- 
cil appears likely to finish 2017 
with two hard-fought agree- 
ments. 

One would raise the city’s re- 
alty transfer taxes from 4 per- 
cent to 4.5 percent Feb. 1 — half 
the increase once sought for 
2018 — to support an affordable 
housing fund. The other would 
ban the use of painful instru- 
ments on exotic and wild ani- 
mals, replacing an earlier pro- 
posal that would have kept the 
wildlife from performing. 

Both plans gained traction 
last week as council concludes 
its two-year legislative session. 
Any unresolved legislation lin- 
gering by Dec. 31 would auto- 
matically expire. 

“The expiration of bills puts a 
little pressure on members to 
dig down and reach compro- 
mises,” said Councilman Dan 
Gilman, who backed the tax and 
animal bills in preliminary 
votes Wednesday. 

He called it a historic day, 


SEE COUNCIL, PAGE A-5 


Ex-staffers: State Sen. Daylin Leach crossed line 
with sex talk and inappropriate touching 


#Me Too strikes in Harrisburg 


By David Gambacorta 
and Angela Couloumbis 
Philly.com 


On a bitterly cold night in Febru- 
ary 2016, a woman named Emily 
met state Sen. Daylin Leach at a po- 
litical fundraiser in Harrisburg. 

In the course of her conversation 
with Mr. Leach, a well-known 
Montgomery County progressive 
and longtime advocate for women’s 
rights, the 27-year-old temporary 


e Wolf: Sen. Leach should resign, 
Page A-4 


Senate Democratic Campaign Com- 
mittee employee mentioned she 
knew how to speak Arabic. 

She recalled that during the con- 
versation Mr. Leach held onto her 
upper arm “for an uncomfortable 
amount of time,” maybe 10 seconds 
or so. Later that evening, an email 
from Mr. Leach arrived in her in- 
box. 


“Hey there,” read the subject 
line. Below was a short passage 
written in Arabic. “How wonderful 
it was to talk to you today,” it be- 
gan, according to a translation, be- 
fore making a reference to some pe- 
titions. 

The following morning, as 
Emily sat at a table registering at- 
tendees at an SDCC breakfast in 
the lobby of the Harrisburg Hilton, 


FINAL 


Ou 


tage 
disrupts 
Atlanta 
airport 


More than 1,000 
flights are grounded 


By Jonathan Landrum Jr. 
Associated Press 


ATLANTA — A sudden 
power outage brought the 
world’s busiest airport to a 
standstill Sunday, grounding 
more than 1,000 flights in At- 
lanta just days before the start 
of the Christmas travel rush. 
Hours after the blackout began, 
authorities announced that 
electricity would be restored at 
the Hartfield-Jackson Atlanta 
International Airport by mid- 
night. 

Passengers at the airport 
were left in the dark when the 
lights went out at around 1 p.m. 
The outage halted all outgoing 
flights, and arriving planes 
were held on the ground at their 
point of departure, which was 
the case in Pittsburgh, where 
flights to Atlanta were canceled 
Sunday night, Pittsburgh Inter- 
national Airport spokesman 
Robert Kerlik said. 

Another two flights were 
scheduled for later in the night 
and had not been canceled as of 
6:30 p.m., he said. 

International flights were be- 
ing diverted, officials added. 

Sara Melillo, who was travel- 
ing to Pittsburgh from Kenya, 


SEE AIRPORT, PAGE A-8 


McCain 
returns to 
Arizona with 
health issues 


He will miss tax vote 


By Jonathan Lemire 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Republi- 
can Sen. John McCain has re- 
turned home to Arizona after 
being hospitalized for a viral in- 
fection while battling brain can- 
cer and will miss a crucial 
Senate vote on the GOP tax 
package, his office said Sunday. 

The 81-year-old senator will 
undergo physical therapy and 
rehabilitation at the Mayo 
Clinic in the state after spend- 
ing several days at Walter Reed 
National Military Medical 
Center in Maryland. In a brief 
statement, the office provided 
an assessment from Mark Gil- 
bert, chief of neuro-oncology at 


SEE LEACH, PAGE A-4 


SEE MCCAIN, PAGE A-8 
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HOLIDAY CHEER Kimberly “Rasta” Gaither of Homewood talks with 
her granddaughter Ja’cerra Gaither, 8, of Swissvale as they volunteer at 
Save A Life Today Pittsburgh’s community Christmas celebration Sunday 


at Pittsburgh Classical Academy in Crafton Heights. Story, 


Page B-1. 


Registry 


reports similar effects 


in residents’ shale gas health 


By Don Hopey 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


People living close to shale gas 
wells, compressor stations and 
pipelines are experiencing fa- 
tigue, anxiety, eye irritation, 
rashes, breathing problems and 
nosebleeds, according to a report 
on the first 50 people to join the 
Environmental Health Project’s 
Shale Gas & Oil Health Registry. 

The registry started at the end 
of April. The Environmental 
Health Project’s initial report 


identified symptoms consistent 
with those it has seen during five 
years of tracking health impacts 
related to southwestern Pennsyl- 
vania’s Marcellus Shale gas de- 
velopment, said Jill Kriesky, as- 
sociate director of the McMurray- 
based EHP. 

“Were not drawing any con- 
clusions based on just the first 50 
people to voluntarily sign up for 
the registry,” Ms. Kriesky said, 
“but if you look at what they’ve 


SEE HEALTH, PAGE A-4 
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